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Where should I light Shabbat candles 
if fire is prohibited in my dorm?

This week’s question:???
Please be aware every situation is different and this only shows a
limited number of halachic opinions. If unsure, ask your local rabbi.DISCLAIMER: 

the wiki-how of relevent Halacha for college students

A College Student’s
Guide to Halacha

Introduction by Rav Binyamin Shalom:

   It is a rabbinic commandment to light a 
lamp in honor of Shabbat; there are 
three reasons for this commandment 
according to the Shulkhan Arukh (Ora’h 
‘Haim 263,2)
 
    a) the reverence due to Shabbat 
(kevod Shabbat), because it is our princi-
ple that every important meal must be 
illuminated; 

    b) the delight derived from Shabbat 
(oneg Shabbat), since the pleasantness 
derived from a meal is not complete as 
long as one cannot see the food he eats;

    c) peace at home (shlom bayit), since 
when one can’t see one's furniture and 
belongings, one stumbles over them, 
and gets seriously annoyed or angry. 
Our sages knew that we Jews tend to be 
short-fused— it’s only a matter of how 

short the fuse is—  and had a very inter-
esting sense of humor. 
    It is so important to light the Shabbat 
table that, as our sages have decided, if 
one who does not have money to pur-
chase a lamp to light for themselves, 
one should ask for charity. According
to the Talmud, (Shabbat 23b) the one 
who is diligent when kindling his Shab-
bat candles will beget children who
are Talmidey ‘Hachamim (students
of Torah scholars).



Issue 2, Page 2      April 19, 2024A College Student’s Guide to Halacha

Sponsored by Yavneh on Campus www.acollegestudentsguidetohalacha.com

US Ashkenaz: 

    Regarding Shabbos candles, unmarried 
people who have parents who light at home 
are exempt from the primary obligation of 
lighting. It is a good idea to turn on some kind 
of electric light in the room, for the sake of 
Shabbos, without a bracha. There is a basis to 

light where you are either living or eating,
but better to light where you are living. In the 
dorm, where you can only use electric light,
R. Willig feels you can make a bracha on that 
lighting too.

Rabbi Daniel Feldman

    It is LeChatchila (See Definitions, S.D.) better 
to light where you are eating, but since some-
one has already lit candles there, according to 
Sfaradi Halacha, the correct thing to do is to 
light candles in your dorm, since you likely will 
not be the first to light where you are eating. 
[Sfaradi Halacha holds that more than one 
person cannot light in any given location.] 
There are also many who say that an electric 
candle with a chut lahat (S.D) is like a regular 
candle for the purpose of Shabbat candle 

lighting, and it is proper to leave an electric 
candle lit. However, the minhag (S.D.) is to say a 
bracha on the lighting of a candle with fire. 
Therefore, one should light an electric candle
in your dorm with a chut lahat (S.D.) in honor of 
Shabbat without saying the bracha, and light
a candle where you are eating and say a
bracha on it, keeping in mind the electric 
candle. If there are no candles already lit in the 
place where you are eating your Shabbat meal,
light there1.

Edot HaMizrach Rav Kobi Gigi

*translated by team

1 Shulchan Aruch Chayim 263, 10 [Rama];  [רמ"א] שולחן ערוך אורח חיים סימן רסג ,י
a Mishna Brurah 263, 45; (משנה ברורה סימן רסג ס"ק מה)
b Mishna Brurah 263, 2; (משנה ברורה סימן רסג ס"ק ב)



Chabad

    Students should light in the room that they 
are eating. If not possible, use an electric lahav 
[flame] without a bracha in the bedroom and 

spend some time there at some point in 
the evening.

Rabbi Shaya Shagalow

Israeli Ashkenaz Rav Meir Nehorai

*translated by team

    There is a chiyuv (See Definitions, S.D.) to 
light Shabbat candles1. Rashi explains that the 
primary obligation of the mitzvah (S.D.) is to 
light the candles where you are having your 
Shabbat meal. To that extent, Rashi writes, “It is 
not a proper meal except in the presence of 
light.” The Ramah2 agrees with this ruling. 
Based on this, the best place to light a set of 
candles is where you are dining. If this is possi-
ble in university, that's excellent. Everyone else 
[that is eating at that meal] can be yoztei (S.D.) 
with this candle lighting. Also, if there are 
married or non married women interested in 

lighting and saying the bracha (S.D.), they are 
also allowed to light with electric candles if need 
be, especially if there is a “chut lahat/ thread of 
intense heat” (S.D.) because that is similar to fire. 
There are also those who posit that using
electric lights as Shabbat candles is not allowed 
because the electricity might potentially
stop working3.
For additional reasons, there are other [Rab-
banim] who are reliable that give a heter (S.D.) 
for this. One can learn more in the Beit Yitzchak4, 
Rav Peranik, and Rav Ovadiah.  5 6

1 Shabbat 25B (שבת כה ע"ב)
2 Ramah, 263, 10; (הרמ"א רסג,י)
3 Rav Oziel; (הרב עוזיאל)
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4 Yoreh Deah 1, 120;  (יו''ד א, קכ )
5 Har Tzvi Orech Chayim 143; (הר צבי או''ח קמג)
6 Yeviah Omer Orech Chayim 2, 17; (יביע אומר או''ח ב, יז)
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Sfaradi Rav Binyamin Shalom

    The mitzvah consists of having light in all the 
rooms one must use on the Shabbat eve, so 
that the members of the household will not 
stumble in their path. However, since nowa-
days all rooms are illuminated with electric 
lamps, the mitzvah will be essentially fulfilled 
by lighting the candles in the dining-room to 
illuminate it. By having the evening meal under 
their light, one honors (kavod) Shabbat and 
enjoys it (oneg); therefore, it is on lamps near 
the Shabbat meal that the blessing of 
candle-lighting is recited.
    In our case, it would be preferable to kindle 
the shabbat candles in one’s room, with no 
blessings, and in the dining room, the place 
where the meal is to be consumed, with the 
blessing, or at least in the place dedicated to 
candle lighting. 
    When the above is not feasible, in places 
such as hotels or dormitories where fire alarms 
are usually activated and a real danger of fire 
exists, the halacha even forbids one to light 
their candles there, as that would be consid-
ered akin to theft. 
    Some opinions in such cases consider 
electricity to be made of real fire, and this is 
why electric lamps are forbidden on shabbat 
for that would be the equivalent of kindling a 
fire. If this is the case, an Incandescent light 
bulb (not neon) should also be suitable for the 
Shabbat candle-lighting blessing. There is 
plenty more to be commented on that 
subject: such as the use of regular lamps fixed 
on the ceiling that add nothing to the room 
lights, or in Israel, the fact that electricity is 
produced by Jews and that benefiting from the 
work of Jews on Shabbat is not something to 

be taken lightly. That latter point is not relevant 
in exile in countries other than Israel, and a 
special lamp for shabbat can be purchased for 
that purpose, especially when the main reason 
for the candle lighting in the rooms is Shalom 
Bayt. Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef was once asked if 
someone could rely on turning on the 
restroom’s light and making the blessings over 
it, and his answer was negative, understand-
ably. According to our custom, when a wife 
kindles shabbat candles in the dining-room, her 
husband might kindle shabbat candles in the 
sleeping room with no blessing, and candles lit 
in the sleeping room or dormitory should not be 
the ones we bless for the mitzvah. Rabbi 
Ben-Tsion Meir Uziel, Chief-Rabbi of Israel for 
the Sfaradim in the early 20th century, rejected 
the idea that light bulbs could be used instead 
of oil and wick candles. He ruled that the electri-
cal stream could be interrupted at any moment, 
thus disturbing the Oneg Shabbat. Neverthe-
less, in most places, it seems that would hardly 
be an issue. These are his words:

    Therefore, Shabbat candles that the bracha 
will be made on ought to be kindled in the dining 
room, in a secure place prepared for that, every-
one lighting together if possible.
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Glossary:
strict requirementChiyuv:

commandmentMitzvah:

fulfill their requirement in the mitzvahYotzei:

blessingBracha:

thread of intense heat: the filament in certain types of lightbulbs that when 
heated, glows white hot and illuminates the bulb

Chut 
Lahat:

an allowance for doing a mitzvah through a less preferred method in cases 
of great need

Heter:

an incandescent, electric lightbulb with a chut lahat  Menorat 
lahat:

Lighting of the candles (usually for Shabbat)Hadlakat 
Nerot:

better, in ideal conditions LeChatchila:

the customary way of performing a mitzvah in a given communityMinhag:

Term: Definition:

Have a question you want answered?
Email us at  acollegestudentsguidetohalacha@gmail.com or check out 
our previous issues at www.acollegestudentsguidetohalacha.com!


